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Recollections of an Oregon Pioneer of the Lafayette No. 3 Flag hand made and presented to the Masonic 
Lodge for the 1854 July 4" celebration. 
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Coming down to detail, however, I find 
the storehouse of memory full of inci- 
Gents that can readily be offered fn aup- 
port of the assumption that woman's 
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From time to time the Chinese suthor- 
ities, by officis] proclamation, warn tee 
people of the country against child- 
thieves, In Europe, children sre often 
stolen by strolling mountebanks, who, 
by a disjointing process, make them sup- 
ple and expert. In China, monsters are 
often made of them. 

To transfer a man Into a beast would 
at frst seem to ba impossibie. It ia ac- 
complished, however, by the Chinese, to 
whom nothing seems to be unknown, The 
skin is removed in small particles from 
the entire surface of the body, and to 
the bleeding part bits of the hide of liv- 
ing animais, bears and dogs usually are 
applied. The operation requires years for 


-its full accomplishment. After the person 


has had his skin completely changed and 
becomes a man-bear or a man-ilog, he 
is made mute to complete the tlusion, 
and also to deprive him of the means 
of Informing the public he is intended 
to amuse of his long torture. 

A Chinese journal, the Hupao, prints a 
description of one of these human anl- 
mals exhibited in the Kiangsi, His entire 
body was. covered with dogskin. He stood 
erect, although sometimes the feet are 
#0 mutilated that the beast is forced to 
walk on all fours, could utter articulate 
sounds, rise and sit down, in short, 
make the gestures of any human being. 

Could Write. 

A Mandarin, who heard of this mon- 
strosity, had him brought to his palace, 
where his hairy skin and bestial appear- 
ance caused quite as much terror as 
surprise. Upon being asked If he was a 
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wn, engaged to make 

gent it, through the orator of the day, 
the late Hon. Amory H 
Masonic 


A Pioneer Flag. 
beauty of the banner, as it was 
to the breeze, with eloquent, patri- 
otic and appreciative words, stirred the 
tent spark of patriotism in the hearts 

all present, and which kindled Into a 
glow of entthusiasm. as the speaker con- 
cluded. that rent a shout In unison from 

lipa of the motley little host. The 
was a handsome one, and as fine a 
sample of “hand sewing’ as our grand- 
mothers could have desired. Whether still 
in the possession of the Masonic lodge 
at La Fayette, T umabie to aay, but 
my impression is that It was jost by fire, 
with other effects of the lodge, some 
years ago. - 

Following the oration and tho presen- 
tation of the fing. came an invitation to 
q public dinner. Rude, improvised tables 
were set in the grove: cherished linens 
from grandmother's looms, that had been 
brought by ox-team expresa across the 
Plains, covered the unsightly boards; 
sprigs of fir and cedar, bouquets of holly- 
hocks and pinks, with now and then a 
bunch of sweet “Mission roses garnish- 
ed them and over all the new old fag 
fonted. 


The tables were inden with vianda pre- 
pared by women who were adepts in 
cookery, as well as in flag-making, and 
table. adornment. The patriotic feast 
made a showing of woman's industry, 
skill, taste and hospitality that shines as 
a bright memory picture through Hé 
intervening years. 

In pioneer os, as now, Woman was 
a silent element in politics, but then, 
ns now, individual women were strong 
partisans and ready, upon occasion, to 
give a reason for the faith that was 
within. them—not publicly, but with an 
energy in neighborly discussions, and es- 
peclaliy when stirring to Influence the 
“men folks’ of thelr own families who 


convictions 

It Is recalled that when, fn 1853, Gen- 
eral Joseph Lane and Hon. Alonzo A. 
Sumner —* in come — 
“atum: the Territory for Congress, 
— E so imbued with the spirit 
of partisaniem which is often to this day 
mistaken for patriotism, that they cour 
ageously determined to attend the sprak- 
ing of the rival candidates, at the Court- 
house in La Fayette. 

I speak of this town from _ personal 


Woman In ploneer times led t 
this connection, I recall, with 


pioneer girls; the mother of 12 
energetic In community works 
folind time to entertain hospt 
feed royally every one who ca} 
door of her rambiing, weather-! 
farmhouse, which stood, and st 
for what I know, on the hill a 
ot Oregon City. She died rome 
ago, but her memory will lons 
in the hearts of many who c 
contagion of hor cheerful spiri 
Joyed the bounty of her hospita 
f haf a npe gid with Mra. Hi 
Ike her “given to hospitality,” 
Sisters-In-law—Martha A. and 
Barlow. Both stil survive, tè 
being the gentle, genial mistre 
commodicus farmhouse near 
station, that has been her home 
ly half a centiry. 
ft recall, in connection with 

handed hospitality of thes» Bari 
the fact that, during a spasm, 
be so termed, of religious fervo 
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ance caused quite as much terror as 
surprise. Upon being asked If he was a 
man, the creature repiled with an affirm, 
ative nod. He also signified In the same 
manner that he could write A pencli 
was given to him, but he could not use 
it, bis hands were so deformed. Ashes 
were then placed on the ground in front 
of him, when the man-dog, leaning over, 
traced in them five characters indicating 
his name and country, 

investigation showed that he had been 
stolen, Imprisoned for years, and subject- 
ed to long tortures. His master, who was 
condemned to death, testified during the 
trial that barely one in five falled to 
endure the process of skin-changing. He 
practiced it according to a traditional and 
— old formula, 


In Imitation of natural teratology. The 
operation is on the same principle as that 
of ekin-grefting. The circulatory systems 
ate brought Into close contact by means 
of decp wounds, ing to n note of 
Consul Cinatt), the Chinese are skillful 
in performing such experiments on ani- 
mals, They delight in giving chickens 
the feet of ducks, and In putting cocks” 
combs on the heads of ducks. 

Meking Buddhas, 

Darkness alane, tt seems, tx sufficient to 
maike n curlous specimen of n child, es- 
pecially if a certain kind of food is given 
to It, and its vocal cords are made useless. 
A living Buddha was made tn this way, 
and exhibited by the bonres to thelr con- 
Stegations, This child, after years 
in absolute darkness, had become as 
white as wax. He had been obliged to 
remain motionless In the posture of Bud- 
dha until his musties had become rigid. 
No one had ever spoken to him, and ho 
had grown tn his cellar as o fungus 
would have done. Brought out to the 
light, this mute, blinking, ving statuo 
was eagerly worshiped by the credulous, 

At Shanghal. shortly after the opening 
of the port, there was on ton a 
monster whore enormous head. with Its 
long hair and mustache, was that of a 
person of X. while the body was as small 
as that of a child of 2 This marvelous 
result had been obtained by piecing the 
Victim, when a child. fn a far, from which 


the head alone protruded. This grew ad- 
normally large, while the body remained 
stationary In Its narrow 


Wouldn't Give n Cent. 
A Northwestern Senator has a daughter, 
the youngest of three, whose sayings are 
often repeated among her relatives, The 
three girls were once preparing a pres- 
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house in La Fayette. 

I speak of this town from _ personal 
knowledge of tt at the time, and submit, 
on testimony readily obtainable, that It 
was a representative community of a tor- 
mative era in our state, though its pres- 
ent sleepy, run-down appearance does not 
support the statement. The flutter In 
feminine circles — [yest a than — 
proverbially aseri a organization 
of a sewing society, kerian eaea 

päi 


promises) quite satisfac 
spirits of this feverish 
desira on part of women to “break 
into politics," but, alas! when the mo- 
mentous occasion arrived, but two wom- 
en found courage to enter the old Court- 
house and take seats therein, and it ts 
—— 

c a jen 
al the gallant General Lane 
apologized for any words unsuited to ears 
polite that might have escaped his lips 
while in ignorance of the presence of 
“the ladies.” 

Tt may be added that an apology was 
due. as politicians of this pericd were not 
always ns choice of woris as decency 
would dictate. It Is claimed by those 

knowledge 


in the campaten to 
made, Inaugurated a 
discussion in which decency has never 
since been forgotten In the excitement 
of political controversy. 

Desire for Knowledge. 


pression of 
ploneer women. the sincerity of their de- 
sire for knowledge of political questions 
then literally convulsing the Infant terri- 
tory, giready upon the verge of state- 
hood, is unquestioned. 

when later the echoes of civil war 


a peal fi sanit: 
Hfe, and a tor ary sup- 
piles for the unready host called to the 
defense of the Union followed, the women 
pi Oreo EHS COIRE, PREE, PEOR 
and impulses, responded energy 
and readiness which proved that the iso- 
Intion of ploneer life had not separated 
them from the Nation's heart. 

In the educational work of the 
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be so termed, of religious fervor, lasting 
perhaps two or three years, and includ- 
Ing some half dozen families, the mu!ti- 
tude was yeritably and substantially fed, 
on alternate Sundays, after ‘‘service,” 
from tables arranged around three siles 
of the capacious farmyard barns. All who 
Attended “meeting were invited, at the 
close of Brother McCarty’s impassioned 
appenl to “repent, believe and be bip- 
tized," to go to the tables (services being 
also held In the burns), and “help them- 
selves," 

Four families, so far as my memory 
serves, jolned in this quaint combination 
of the religious and the hospitable—the 
two already mentioned, a family named 
Huffman, whose home was near Aurora, 
and William Elliott and wife, of Hlifott 
Prairie, Recalling the scene, the amount 
of food cooked and dispensed by these 
hospitable folk upon these occasions im- 
presses me as having been enormous, and 
yet the womens who were chief cooks 
and caterers displiyed an untiring zeal 
in the welfare of their numerous guests, 
and a cheerfulness tn serving them that 
bore the stamp of hospitality of a type 
that belonged exclusively to ploncer days 
and has vanished with the “free dinner’ 
rsetvout In the grove by patriotic women 
on the Fourth of July. 

_ Pioneer Farmers’ Wives. 

Patient toliers of plonerr days! What 
„Shall I say of their lonely, Ixolated lives, 
into which the coming of the chance or 
expected..yisitor was an event; of the 
it ot weariness that were by 
s of welcome; of the genuine Interest 
displayed in the smallest scrap of news 
from thè world outside, as room was 
made for another, or yet another plate at 
‘table? Dear, faithful types of « vanished 
era, may the blessings of the hungry, fed 
royally at your rude tables. and of the 
weary for whom the “best bed" was 
cheerfully vacated; or the Improvised 
“shakedown” wis carefully spread, ke 
with you. wheresoever in God's great 
unlyerse you are today! 

Your station in ploneer Nfe was a low- 
ly ‘one, but, Milos it with womanly devo- 
tion ta duty, you cast around it the halo 
ot-an abid' tenderness ani surrounded 
it with the incense of the most tender and 
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Ever the Same Are We. 


Victim, when a child, ina jar, from which 
the head alone protruded. This grew ad- 
normally large, while the body remained 
stationary in Its narrow prison-house. 
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A Northwestern Senator has a daughter, 

the youngest of three, whose sayings are 
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world's progress, help- 


nd with daily widening her 
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Ever the Same Are We. 
"Tis far, far cry from the Minute Men 


The bands that hold it true. 
“Tia far, far cry from Lexingtan 
To the isles of the Choa +s, 
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burned alive in Mil, as well as 


years—makes a marvelous tale of 


One should not make the mistake | 
Heving that “From India to the I 
Mars” ts a book proving the exh 
of “spiritism”’—the presence of d 
spirits on this earth who 
‘| municate with thelr living friends. 
Nor, indeed, te tt a t? 
disproving the reality of spirits, or 
attempting ta do so. 
paina: 
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£ an extraord 


th certain practical ci 
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| covered the unsightly boards; 
of fir and cedar, bouquets of holly- 
and pinks, with now and then a 
of sweet ‘Mission roses” garnish- 


i — d! 
when stirring to Influence the 
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Woman In ploneer times led the ran. In 
this connection, I recall, with a glow of 
admiration and the life of 
Jone E., wife of Captain A. F. Hedges, 
during the cream of ploncer years, reti- 
dents of Clackamas County. She was one 
of the most thoroughly competent and 
genuinely hospitable women whom | have 
ever known, Married when very young 
—i6 or thereabouts—after the manner of 
pioneer girls; the mother of 12 chidren, 
energetic In community works, sho yet 
found time to entertain hospitably and 
feed royally every one who came to the 
door of her rambling, weather-heaten old 
farmhouse, which stood, and still stands 
for what I know, on the hill a mile cast 
ot Oregon City. She died zome two years 
ago, but her memory will long be green 
In the hearts of many who caught tho 
contagion of her cheerful spirit and en- 


Jo; the bounty of her hospitable home. 
Uke her “given to hospitality,” were her 


Sisters-In-law—Martha A. and Reb‘cca 
Barlow. Both still survive, the former 
being the gentle, genlal mistress of the 
commodicus farmhouse near Barlow's 
station, that has been her home for near- 
ly half a centary. 

_ J recall, in connection with the open- 
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His Two Methods, 
i things are possibla; that ta, do 
not fenr to belleve or to consider certain 
observed facts, no matter how strange 
they may be And 2 The weight of 
evidenco should be proportioned to the 
strangeness of the fucts; that in when 
you observe something very remurkable, 
that appears to break natural liwe, ot 
serye it carefully, but do not accept ft 
until the proof ts as remarkable, as clear~ 
ly creditable as the observed fact is 
Te appears that there Ures in Geneva 
today a young woman who, for obvious 
essor Flournoy calle Mile, 


i 


Fiournoy’s attention was 
called to thla xirt because of certain me- 
dumistic qualities which she was said to 
poasest, Ho met her, talked with her, 
became interested In ber, and from that 
day to the present time. 


his own home, and cisewhere dur- 
ing n largo number of sesnoes, which 
occurred sometimes datiy, sometimes 
seml-woeckiy, but never separate! by more 
than a fortnight. Most of the qualities of 
a medium were exhibited-by Mile Smiri, 
table-tippings, table-rappings. communi- 
catlons from so-called spirits, expecially 
from the spirit of a man who calle himself 
Leopold, and who says he is Joseph Bai- 
samo, the famous Cagilogtro. But all 
this claptrap Professor Flournoy, whila 
ot course, taking account of, does not 
find remarkable. 


Three “Romances” 
But—and here ia the great pofat—the 
young girl has during these six years de- 
veloped three absolutely distinct “ro- 
mances,” or cycles, which, Hke a contin- 
ued story, run on from seance to seanco, 


inamtia ¶— — — — 


CPRaRaraomrroconna naun eee ee 


a PFSHPHR POKER OCoeeoet ores 


parusamsm Won as wirun w mns ums 
y a * 
g of the rival — at the Court- 
wuse in La Fayette. 
| speak of this town from _ personal 
owledge of It at the time, and submit, 
. testimony readily obtainable, that It 
is a representative community of a tor- 
itive era in our state, though its pres- 
t sleepy. run-down fippearance does not 
pport the statement. — flutter 
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ly half a centory. 
I recall, in connection with the open- 
handed hospitality of thes» Barlow homca 


ling some half dozen families, the muti 
tude was veritably and substantially fed, 
on alternate Sundays, after “service,” 
from tables arranged around three sides 
of the capacious farmyard barns. All who 
attended “meeting were invited, at the 
close of Brother McCarty’« impassioned 
appenl to “repent. believe and be bip- 
tized," to go to the tables (services being 
also held In the burns), and “help them- 
selves." 

Four families, so far as my memory 
serves, joined In this quaint combination 
of the religious and the hospltable—the 
two already mentioned, a family named 
Huffman, whose home war near Aurora, 
and Wililam Elliott and wife, of Hlifott 
Prairie. Recalling the scene, the amount 
of food cooked and dispensed by these 
hospitable folk upon these occasions Im- 
presses me aa having been enormous, and 
yet the womens who were chief cooks 
and caterers displayed an untiring zeal 
in the welfare of their numerous guests, 
and a cheerfulness tn serving them that 
bore the stamp of hospitality of a type 
that belonged exclusively to pioneer days 
and has vanished with the “free dinner” 
‘setvout in the grove by patriotic women 
on the Fourth of July. 

Patient toliers of plonerr days! What 
Shall I say of their lonely, Ixolated lives, 
into Which the coming of the chance or 
expected..yisitor was an event; of the 
i of weariness that were effaced by 

of welcome; of the genuine Interest 
displayed in the smallest scrap of news 
from the world outside, na room was 
mnde for another, or yet another plate at 
table? Dear, faithful types ofn vanished 
era, may the blessings of the hungry, fed 
royally at your rude tables. and of the 
weary for whom the “best bed" was 
cheerfully vacated; or the Improvised 
“shakedown” wits careftilly spread, ke 
with you. wheresoever in God's great 
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ly one, but, Milos It with womanly devo- 
tion ta duty, you east around It the halo 
ot-an abiding tenderness ani surrounded 
it with the incense of the most tender and 
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mance, oF Cycles, WICU, K 
ued story, run on from seam 
carrying forward the histo 
women. And Mule, Smith ci 
self the reln ted soul 
these, and herself the thir 
all so distinct, accompanied 
markable characteristics, the 
limits of a short review th 
roughly outlined. 

First and foremost Mile. St 
that she wus once am Indi 
married to an indjan Prine 
in a town In Southern India 
40 «When in trances, she 
quently, in a strange and u 
guage, told of scenes, descrit 
and customs minutely ard to) 
the fortress in which she itv 

© Flournoy th 
finding if this Information 
or merely the work of a 
imagination. 

First, having copied the vw 
strange . he consulte 
and authorities on early Ind 
and found that the girl v 
talking Sanekrit—this girl, boi 
at tae end of the Wth centu 
only, it ts claimed, knew not 
guages, ing. French, 
what little study she had bes 
five them wnile in the public 
situation and name of the 
the Indian Prince. however, s 
tnary. For the authorities ca 
that no auch place or prince 
although they confessrd that 
of Southern India in the Mth 4 
turtes was very hazy and un 

This did not vatisfy M. Fi 
began an examination of Hb 
what histories there were | 
Tndla, and one day he came 
tory by-a writer named de 
pub his book fn 1835. In 
he id an account of the In 
discovered also that he had 
wife, had lived in such a f 
and was burned on the fanes: 
this wite alive, precisely as 
had described in her “roma 

Dib She See the Be 

Ts it true that Mille Smith 
carnated Princess? So ssy 
iste Or Ie it true that in 
Mile. Smith, in her enriy yo! 
de Maries’ book, or has ber 
and tn her trancen ts weaving 


tale about this historic fect! 
, but he cannot 
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Catherine Amanda “Kate” Scott Coburn 


BIRTH 30 Nov 1839 

Groveland, Tazewell County, Illinois, USA 
DEATH 27 May 1913 (aged 73) 

Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, USA 
BURIAL River View Cemetery 

Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, USA 
PLOT Sec 09, Lot 55, Grave 9 
MEMORIAL ID 93232544 


Catherine was the sixth of twelve children of John Tucker and Ann (Roelofson) Scott, 
early emigrants who set out on the Oregon Trail in 1852. 


At the early age of 17 Kate, as she was known, became the wife of John R. Coburn who 
died 11 years later leaving her with four small daughters between the ages of two and 
eight. Her first effort to support her family was in the public school in Canemah where 
she taught for 4 years. Then she took charge of the Forest Grove School for 2 years. 


In 1874 she entered upon her editorial career as associate with her sister Abigail Scott 
— — oy Duniway editor and publisher of the New Northwest. At the close of 5 years, she took 
Added by Bob Speckman charge of the Portland Daily Bee. 


In 1880 she became editor of the Evening Telegram and in 1888 she was transferred to 
the editorial staff of the Daily Oregonian where her brother Harvey Scott was the editor in 
chief. 


ref: Partially adapted from: The Souvenir of Western Women by Mary Osborn Douthit 
1905 and other records. 


The four children of John and Kate Coburn were: 


Ada E. (Albert S. Hawkins) 

Agnes E. "Aggie" (Allan B. Slauson) 

Added by BluMoKitty Camilla Marie "Milly" (Augustus "Gus" Pillsbury) 
Kate Lenora (John J. Sellwood) 


Family Members 


Parents Spouse 
A John Tucker Scott =A John Read Coburn 

1809-1880 1830-1868 (m.. (married) 1857) 
z= Ann Roelofson Scott 

1811-1852 


